St. Boniface Diocesan High School

Psychology 40S Semester 1
Course Outline

September – February 2020-21
Teacher: Mr. Scott 


Email: bscott@sbdhs.net
Textbooks: Understanding Psychology, assorted handouts and resource materials

Introduction: This course provides an introduction to world of psychology - the scientific analysis of behaviour and mental activity from the biological, social and individual perspectives.  Major topics include: history of psychology, psychological research methods, how the brain and body works, life changes/stages, learning and cognitive processes, personality and individuality, psychological disorders, social psychology and psychology as a profession.  Students will use a variety of media resources and technology throughout the course. There is a final exam for this course.
Themes: 
1. Introduction and Research Methods 

2. Biopsychology 

3. Developmental Psychology 

4. Cognitive Psychology 

5. Variations in Individual and Group Behaviour 

Evaluation:  Students will be evaluated on overall class participation, their Psychology journal, oral and written assignments, oral and written projects, case studies and research, tests and quizzes.  
Tests, Quizzes, Projects (Research & Experiments)

65%

Participation (Class Work, Group Discussion):


2.5%

Journal (Personal & Discussion Reflections)



2.5 %

Final Exam                                                                                     30% 








TOTAL:        100%
Materials Needed:

3-ring binder (1½”)



Loose leaf

Duotang/Notebook (for Journal)

Pen, pencil, highlighter

This is a fast-paced grade 12 course so being late or missing class will result in a lower grade! Be prepared to work hard, actively participate and have fun! 
Due to COVID-19 students will not be attending school every day. On the days that you are not in class you will be required to attend virtually. This means you will need to attend via a Zoom meeting (or another platform) and be actively involved in the class. You will also need to look daily at Mr. Scott’s amazing website scottsbdhs.weebly.com to get the most up to date information, assignments, and any other relevant content.    

Plagiarism Policy: Plagiarism is defined as “the unauthorized use or close imitation of the language and thoughts of another author and the representation of them as one’s own original work.”  (Dictionary.com 2019)

Therefore it is very important that when students use other’s ideas in their written work they must include quotations, citations and a works cited (following the APA format).  A student who does not properly acknowledge their sources used will result in them receiving a zero on their assignment, since plagiarism is considered a very serious academic offence. Note: Reusing one’s own work (essay, projects) is also considered plagiarism.  
